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CHAPTER OFFICERS & STAFF 

 

CD:   Tom McCollim       326 -5486  

ACD:    Dale Dufner      924 -3698  

Chapter Couple: The Howeys      928 -5772  

Newsletter:  Darla McCollim      326 -5486  

Stores:   Don Sundahl     487 -5160 

Treasurer:  Terri Chromy      292 -0314 

Rider Ed:   Vacancy 

Ride Coord: Dave Chromy     292 -0314 

Phone Tree: Linda Howey     928 -5772  

Phone Tree: Don Sundahl     487 -5160 

Sunshine:   Lu Carvalho       327 -2268  

Membership : Duane Battien       569 -2125 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  
 

Labor Day September 1  

Pig out at the Park  

Wallowa 

September 5 - 6 

OõMALLEYõS Dinner ride  

SEPTEMBER 10 

WA - L Bowling Challenge  

September 13  

WA - Z Chicken Run Sept 14  

WA - P OYSTER FEED 

SEPT 19- 21TH 

 

CHAPTER WA - N 

GATHERING  

 
 

September 21 st  
 

Breakfast  at Golden Corr al 

At 8 :30  

GWRRA CHAPTER òWA- Nó SPOKANE 
Washington District, Big Sky Region I  

SEPTEMBER 2008  
 

***    Our web page is é** *  

www.gwrra - wan.org  

 

 

 
 

 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS:   

 How is everyone doing?   So many people we haven't he ard from or seen this year.   We hope you have been 

enjoying all the riding opportunities.  

Our gathering found so many people out enjoying the day and motorcycle association.   WA - D folks came over 

to invite  us to participate in the Kids F un Ride to fight Br ain Cancers . Also they want us to know that we 

won't melt if we come over the West side for chapter  Gatherings, all the sun on the Eastside may 

have given them dehydration.  People chimed in about all their rides they have been doing and it just made 

people want to enjoy more rides.   I got a lot of comments about how you are perceived while riding editorial 

last month.   Idaho - H had a great turnout for their camp out and  River R un.  They enjoyed the company of 

well over 65 folks and as always did a great job  of hosting this event.  

Dale and Shirley made it over to the Region I Rally in Powell , WY  and have been awarded the privilege of 

being Region I's Couple of  the  Year.   Make sure you let them know about how cool this really is.  

Our Dinner ride to the Rusty Mo ose found us enjoying a ride and humongous  food and about 24 folks.   Gold 

Wingers love good food and lots of it.   As you may recall we have a dinner ride the second Wednesday of 

the month.  

We had our  Teddy Bear Run on the 23rd.   This program helps so many people in the community.   With 

donations of stuffed animals we are able to assist those during crisis in their life.   If you only could see the 

comfort that a stuffed animal can bring to a child during a  police intervention or  in the hospital.   Many 

people in the Cancer ward are given a plush animal to hold onto during their final days and that animal i s 

many times gifted to a  grandchild in remembrance.   In case you missed us, Darla and I were on KXLY Good 

Morning Northwest and talked about the need for the  plush animals and how GWRRA was helping in the 
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effort.   Many people were moved by our plea and we received about 800 plus stuffies. KHQ also came by to 

see the bikes and how we were doing.   Out of the over 100 members,  only two bikes  who showed, Yes! Two 

bikes! What  a rude  awakening.   We have been asked how come we don't help others in the community and 

show our support.   Guess you gave us your answer.  

Labor Day weekend will find us going to the Idaho District Rally in Kellogg.   With this being the closest  rally 

of the season we can only hope you will attend and enjoy the fun.   You can spend the weekend or come 

for  the day.   Hey it is only about 80 miles from Spokane and they are going to have vendors there too.  

September 5th is a fun run for us to Lake Wal lowa.   The chapter has reserved 10 camping spots right on 

the lake side and near the restrooms.   This is going to be a fun ride and we will be gathering around 10 AM 

on Friday the 5th at the Harvester in Spangle and be leaving around 10:15 AM, next stop wi ll be the rest 

stop just before getting into Colfax, so you can join the group there too.   We will then head towards 

Lewiston and stop for one of those giant hamburgers at Effieõs.  We will head on down the road to Asotin 

and refuel there and make a potty stop too.   Then the ride down to the lowest point in Hell's Canyon and 

out to Enterprise and to the State park.   Bring something to share around the campfire for the evening.   

Saturday enjoy the Mule Days events so many other things going on.   There is a R odeo going on and a Quilt 

show too.   They have a BBQ Dinner going on or we can eat somewhere else.   We are thinking about enjoying 

a breakfast at the Lake Wallowa Lodge Sunday morning and heading back when ever the group wants to.  

Remember September 10th f or the dinner ride and the Oyster feed for chapter WA - P and of course our 

gathering on the 21st.  

Ride safe  

 Tom McCollim  

Chapter Director  

(Darla McCollim too !) 

 
ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTOR S:  
Shirley and I attended the Montana District Rally at Lake Hebgen , MT on July 24 - 27, along with our 

friends Ken and Sue Wicker (WA - C).  The ride over was beautiful and sunny.  The campgrounds were large 

and meeting Hall almost accommodated this rally.  Montana normally doesnõt get many attendees, but this 

year there wer e over 75 peopleé congratulations to District Directors, Russ and Laurie Parpart.  Friday we 

did the walk - about in West Yellowstone.  The shop employees made us very welcome and were happy to have 

us there.  Saturday we took a ride through Yellowstone, exi ted the south gate ,  and had lunch before 

returning to the rally site for closing ceremonies. This was one of the best Montana rallies weõve attended, 

and all five Districts were represented.  The ride home was sunny with a little wind in places.  Next year 

theyõre hoping to have their rally in the Hamilton area, south of Missoula. 

Shirley and I, along with Dave and Terry, Dave and Linda, and Dennis and Linda, enjoyed the ID - H River 

Float Campout on the North Fork of the Coeur dõAlene River.  The food was good and plentiful thanks to 

Terry and Betty Bolstad, Tina and Bruce Eckhardt and our Alvin. The float was wonderfulé the river was 

still high and you missed all the rocks that got òup close and personaló the last couple of years. 

The Region Rally was held in  Powell, WY on Aug 14 - 16.  Shirley and I traveled with Ken and Sue Wicker and 

Dan and Carman Weakland (our Washington District Couple).  We stopped at the KOA in Big Timber, MT the 

first night.  This KOA is a great place to stay at the end of your first da y heading east.  We arrived at 

Powell on Thursday, set up the camper, and checked in at registration.  The fairgrounds are well maintained 

and there were plenty of electrical boxes.  Friday we did the walk - about and the merchants were friendly 

and happy to  see us.  At 2PM we got all dressed up for the Couple of the Year reception, and at 3PM we 

participated in the selection process with Sam and Pam Fischbeck (ID District Couple) for the 2008 - 2009 

Region Couple.  Well, once again the show and shine worked an d we were selected to represent Region I as 

your Couple of the Year.  Weõll be participating in the International selection process in Tulsa, OK in 2009.  

We got to see lots of old friends, including the group from Chapter Y (of the 59er Diner Ride) and vi sited 

with Clara and Fred Boldt, GWRRA MED Admin Assistants.  On our trip home we went through Yellowstone 
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Park to Virginia City and then on to Dillon, MT to spend the night in a Motel (not camping!).  On Monday we 

traveled to Lewiston, ID by way of Lolo P ass.  That is an enjoyable ride.  The only bad part of the trip was 

the construction on Highway 93 around Darby, MT.  They had both lanes torn up and it was mud and water 

for about 10 miles. I guess they never heard of doing one side and then the other.  I  wonõt talk about the 

cow pies we ran into a little earlier up the road.  The bikes were a mess and the smell wasé oh, you know.  

(Itõs really good to be the leader.)  We got home on Tuesday amid a few sprinkles and dark clouds. 

On September 13 th  the Bowli ng Challenge is being held in Pasco, WA.  Several members showed an interest 

on going before it was postponed, due to the passes being closed in April.  If interested, please let us know 

and we can register by September 6 th.  This should be a fun event as you donõt have to be a bowler to 

participate.  

A gentle reminder to all of you that love oysters: the WA - P Oyster Feed is coming up on September 19 - 21 

in Long Beach, WA.  For $10.00 per person, you can eat all the oysters you want for three days. They 

have other fo od items to eat if youõre like me and donõt like oysters.  Shirley and I will be going over, so if 

you want to tag along, let us know and weõll leave on the 19th.  (Sorry, but weõll miss the September 

Breakfast Gathering.)  

Shirley and I will be taking the helm as you Chapter Directors at the January gathering.  Terry and Dave 

Chromy have agreed to serve as your Assistant Chapter Directors.  Weõll be asking for volunteers to fill 

some other positions, but more on that later.  

Dale Dufner  

Assistant Chapter Dir ector  

 

 

Editors Note 

On Saturday August 23 , over 800  stuffed animals  were donated for COPS NE at Holy Family Hospital.  It is 

estimated that this will last COPS NE for about 2 months . These bears are placed in patrol cars and given to kids 

of domestic  abuse, violence and fires to comfort them.  (You might remember that Shasta when she was rescued 

was given a blanket and a white bear out of a patrol car.)  Social Workers stop by and use them for when kids are in 

need. Some are donated to Holy Family ER to  be given to children that have be en injured and are traumatized as 

well as donated to the Oncology unit for those people who are having difficulties with this terrible disease or are 

dying.  One lady, who saw Tom and me on the morning news , brought in her  75 year life long collection of stuffed 

animals. Alma Yoakum donated her Bean ie Baby Collection (over 50). Thank you, Alma. Special thanks to Costco for 

donating a cash card. The  KXLY channel  4 news  staff and Mike Gonzales (morning anchor)  were very  graci ous and 

complimentary to your chapter directors . (I wonõt watch the Video!) Thanks to the  Spokesman Review who placed a 

notice in the Friday paper and to KHQ news that  stopped by to see the Bikers and the Bears  and put us on the 6 

oõclock Saturday news. Unf ortunately, the Goldwingers didnõt show up.  This was a great opportunity for Wingers to 

tell Spokane , on air,  who we are and what we believe in, but no one came (except us and Dave and Alma Yoakum) .  I 

personally felt very embarrassed, d espite the success  of the event, I felt like I had somehow failed. I admit to 

being more than a little grumpy at the moment, but the rumors that I have trashed the bike with a crowbar and 
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kick ed Tom out of the house forever  and ripped up my GWRRA vest  and plan on getting a Ha rley and joining the 

Hells Angels are just tabloid rumors. Just to remind you that COPS NE at 5208 North Market can take donations 

all year long. I encourage those you know who are moving, cleaning, having garage sales that this is a great  cause 

and worth th e time to drop them off .  It was a perfect day for a ride around Coeur DõAlene Lake, had a nice lunch 

in Harrison, skipped the ice cream this one time and had a wonderful ride.  Dale and Shirley will decide whether to 

host this event next year, I found it t o be rewarding as well as a disappointing day.  

Darla McCollim  

 

 

 Wingnut  news!    
 

Congratulations also due to Dale and Shirley  Dufner  Region I Couple of the Year  and on to International couple 

next year. Please remember to eventually come home from all your travels to your Wa -N family.  

 
 

Roy and Pearl McKenzie  have announced their retirement from the p osition from GWRRA as Region I D irector.  

We wish them well . 

 

Leadership conference  is scheduled for November 1, 2008 ð contact Tom if you are interested in attending  

 

Congratulations to Dave Yoakum who won the second quarter prize of a Sirius Radio a prize worth over $100.00.  

 

 

Are you watching Long Way Down?  

If you arenõt familiar with this show Ewan McGregor and his friend Charlie are traveling from the northern most 

point of Scotland to the Southern most tip of Africa on motorcycles, a tr ip of over 12,000 miles.  This is the 

second trip as in the last series they traveled the Long Way Around.  One canõt help but envy them the adventure 

and sites that th ey are seeing.  As we all know  t he best way to see the world is  on the back of a motorcycle.  
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Rides, Rallies and Campouts 

    

Wallow a Lake  

September 5
th

 and 6
th

  
 We 
We are leaving from the Harvester in Spangle at 10 am, great place to have breakfast  before we go if you want. 

Lunch in planned for Effies  in Lewiston  and then the long and winding road down to the La Ronde River and back on 

out to finally reach our destination. Bring snacks to share on Friday night. Everyone is on there own adventure so 

have some fun on your own schedule. List of activities and restaurants will be available  at our campsite . The tram is 

$22.00 per person with a Café at the top of the mountain. The Saturday BBQ in Enterprise Mule days is $10.00 

per person with Western music  by Soul Renovation and No Boundaries. Show events that day include Drive and Ride  

Wild Cow Milking Flapjack Race  Classic jump off Challenge Fast Ass Express and lots more . (There  were no commas 

so lord only knows what events these are)  Quilt show is at En terprise  fairgrounds . The Nez Perce Art Show in 

Wallowa is Saturday  at Wallowa Lake Lodge from 1 -4pm. Train rides are available out of Elgin  for reasonable rates 

and donõt forget that parasailing is available for 400-600 feet high!  Wallowa Lake Lodge has a full service 

restaurant open for breakfast to dinner. Russellõs at the Lake has full menu dining, groups are welcome. Joseph also 

has many shops and restaurants available with a strong artist community.  Remember Tom must have your vehicle 

license number and if you want to come at the last minute check with Tom for cancellations for available spots  and 

we will try very hard to work you in .  

 

8th Annual Teddy Bear Run 
September 6 th , a ride from Road House Cycles to Two Rivers Casino to benefit Spokane Shriner s Hospital. Twenty 

bucks, a new teddybear will buy you a free tee shirt and some playing chips and a BBQ  
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2008 DINNERS FOR GWRRA WA CHAPTER ôNõ IN SPOKANE 
 

All reservations are for 8 -10 people but if we can get more than that, thatõs great. 

All reservati ons are made under ôDennis Howeyõ. 
 

DATES: The 2 nd Wednesday every month  

TIMES:  October ð April ð 6:00 PM and meet at the restaurant.  May ð September meet somewhere at 6:00 PM and ride to the 

dinner and eat at about 6:30 PM . 

o September ð Wednesday Septem ber 10 th  at OõMalleyõs Sports Pub & Grill in Rathdrum, ID at 6:30 PM.  Meet in the 

Albertsons parking lot at the corner of Argonne and Trent at 6:00 PM and we will ride to OõMalleyõs.  PH:  208-687 -5996.  

ADD: 13742 W. Highway 53.  They donõt take reservations so I will need to call just before we go there and they will set up 

some tables for us.  

o October ð Wednesday October 8 th  at the Longhorn BBQ  at 6:00 PM.  PH: 924 -9600.  ADD: 2315 N. Argonne.  Iõve talked to 

them and made reservations.  

o November ð Wednesday November 12 th  at Shariõs at 6:00 PM.  PH: 464 -4870.  ADD: 12505 N. Hi ghway 395.  They donõt 

take reservations so I will call just before then to see if they can get us all together.  

o December ð Wednesday December 10 th  at Mamma Miaõs at 6:00 PM.  PH:  46 7-7786.  ADD: 420 W. Francis.   Iõve talked to 

them and made reservations . 

ôDennis Howeyõ. 

 

 
 

 Safety Article  
The Notorious Honda Wobble  

As many of  you know, Darla and I recently purchased a 2002 1800GLA Motorcycle.  

Since one does not know all the mainten ance done on a used bike or have the accurate history,  you need to take 

care to make sure all the maintenance is done on a regular basis.   We all know about changing the oil, making sure 

the gas tank is filled up and we love to clean our bikes too.   We have always done a T-Clock just to make sure things 

are going right and prevent any accidents too.    

Our Baby "Sunshineó started to have a little wobble several weeks ago and continued to get worse and worse.  

I  could see that the front tire was starting to c up and replaced it with a new tire.   That still didn't fix the problem 

and the wobble seemed to be getting worse.   Remember, I still check the pressure on the tires and everything 

else.  So the ownersõ online web site states that this is the "Honda Wobble" and should be fixed by the 

replacement of the steering bearing and maybe the installation of Traxion shocks or Progressives.   Being a GWRRA 

person, I went the cheaper r oute with the Progressives and All Balls steering bearings.   Well , we found out that 

th e bearings had zero grease o n them and were notched too, so the ir  replacement was really needed .  And the 

front springs made a huge difference in the fact we no longer drag the floorboards on the left side.   However , the 

wobble was still there and so I  took the bike back to the mechanic .  We found that the rear tire was starti ng to 

separate.   I  frequently  check the pressure and the tire and still missed the separation.   I have been behind  Dale 
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and Shirley when they blew out a rear tire and surely did not want to have that experience.   So a new tire and a set 

of rear brakes were installed.   

Honda states that you should not  take your hands off the handle bars as you come to a stop and that the wobble is 

part of having an 1800, so get use to it.   As a rid er for many years , I  can't remember the times that I came to a 

slow down or stop with my hands  not on the handle bars.   Something about using the clutch and front  brake and 

keeping the bike up right is always in the back of my mind.  

So, make sure you check your equipment on a regular basis.   This is the bike that you want to ride safely and if you 

have a rider with you, you have their best interest in your charge of too.   If you haul a trailer, make sure they are 

lubricated; check nuts and bolts , and they will  give you many enjoyable years of safe service.   

Tom McCollim  

 

Advice from a squirrel  

 
Look both ways when you cross the road  

Plan ahead  

Stay active  

Eat plenty of fiber  

Spend time in the woods  

Go out on a limb  

�,�W�¶s ok to be  a little nuts !   

                                    Ilan Shamir  
Riders Course  

Do you have members that can talk in front of a group?   Are they considered a good rider?   Would you like this 

person to teach GWRRA motorcycle rider courses?   If you know that special someone  then  please provide this 

message to them!   The Region I Educator and I are in the process of gathering a list of potential Members who 

desire to become certified Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Rider Course Instructors through the GWRRA  Rider 

Course Instructor Cer tification Program (RCICP) this coming spring of 2009.   Facilities will be located in 

Washington State. This is a  four day course of instruction to become a GWRRA Certified Rider Course Instructor 

and is necessary should you want to become certified to ins truct the Trike Rider Course (TRC), Trailering Course 

(TC) or Side Car Course (SRC) through the Instructor Certification Program (ICP).   Interested member s please a 

complete the registration form  (contact Tom for forms)  and send it to me at the address bel ow by 1 Jan 09.   If at 

that time we have enough interest then we'll conduct the course.   We need the minimum of 8 registrants for the 

RCICP.   If any members have questions please have them call or email me at my contact information below.      

Eric Carlson   

Region I Rider Instructor Coordinator   

1618 Ironsides Ave   

Bremerton WA   

98310  

360 -620 -7071  

ericandmona@comcast.net  


