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CHAPTER OFFICERS & STAFF 

 

CD:   Tom McCollim       326 -5486  

ACD:    Dale Dufner      924 -3698  

Chapter Couple: The Howeys      928 -5772  

Newsletter:  Darla McCollim      326 -5486  

Stores:   Don Sundahl     487 -5160 

Treasurer:  Terri Chromy      292 -0314 

Rider Ed:   Vacancy 

Ride Coord: Dave Chromy     292 -0314 

Phone Tree: Linda Howey     928 -5772  

Phone Tree: Don Sundahl     487 -5160 

Sunshine:   Lu Carvalho       327 -2268  

Membership:  Duane Battien       569 -2125 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  

 

October 8,  WA - N Dinner Ride 

to Lo nghorn BBQ  

October 23 ID - H Dinner at 

Hunters  

October 2 5, W A- N Chili Feed  

October 31, Happy Halloween  

November 12 WA - N Dinner Ride 

to Mama Miaõs 

December 6 WA - N Christmas 

Dinner Party /Gathering  

 

CHAPTER WA - N 

GATHERING  

 
 

OCTOBER 19 
 

Breakfast at Golden Corral  

At 8:30  

GWRRA CHAPTER òWA- Nó SPOKANE 
Washington District, Big Sky Region I  

OCTOBER 2008  
 

***    Our web page is é** *  

www.gwrra - wan.org  

 

 

      
 

CHAPTER DIRECTORS:   
  

Wow, doesn't possible seem like it is time to sta rt thinking about putting the bike away for the riding season but 

the weather has sta rted to change and the re is  a coolness in the air.  

I hope you that ventured to Kellogg for the Idaho District Rally had a good time.   I made a day trip to show our 

support  and had a great time with the whole gang; Darla had to work  so I was solo .  We hope you all had a fun time 

at ôPig Out In the Park õ over Labor Day Weekend  also.  Great fun , as always. 

Our Camp out at Lake Wallowa  was a total success with 18 folks joining us for a great camp out.   This was a Chapter 

sponsored event that provided members õ camping fees from our treasury.   The ride started out from the 

Harvester in Spangle wi th many folks getting coffee or  something to eat.   We then ran down to Lewiston  with a  

stretch break  in Pullman.  We had lunch  (and enough to be dinner too)  at Effieõs, home of the 3 1/2# hamburger.   

Darla and I split one as did many others but Bill and  Renee had one each, with fries!   You can imagine the look on 

their face s when the food a rrived.   No, they cou ldn't eat it all at one sitting!   We fueled up and off to Asotin and 

onto Enterprise , Oregon.  The Rattlesnake road held up to its  name and was a fun ride down to the lowest 

point  along Hell's Canyon and the La Ronde  River.  We stopped  at Berganõs Oasis for some  of their famous i ce 

cr eam.  What goes down  in Idaho must come up in Oregon , so more twisties!   We cruised onto our camp ing spots at 

the  Wallowa State Park and were welcomed and told to go to our camp sites.   They came down later  to check us in 

and made us move the  trailers from a nice  grassy area to the  paved area for trailers with wheels.   A new rule this 

year so we had to move  them;  some complaints were heard  but that is  government thinking.   We had Ronnie's 

propane fire pot to  watch that night, fun to watch but not much heat  to keep us warm .   

The d eer  were everywhere and the bucks  were trying to get the  velvet off their horns and very unafraid of people 

or even dogs.  Several of them ransack ed Dale and Shirley's camp.   No real  damage just a little mess and then we 

had five or more  that were acting like our pets.   Most f olks went out for breakfast but  Darla and I made bacon and 

pancakes at our camp and shooed away the deer.   The group left to go see Joseph and enjoyed all  the br onzes 

there and  then checked out the rodeo in Enterprise .  As we tro oped around the town in Joseph, we found a great 

http://www.gwrra-wan.org/


 2 

ice cream parlor and then talked to a couple of folks taking pictures of the bikes.   The lady was really checking out 

Dave and Terri's new Trike and so I asked her if she wanted to have her picture taken on it?   Dave just looked at 

me like òsay what?ó  She and her husband  were from Holland and visiting the USA  and really appreciated the offer , 

and Dave showed her how to get on and off  of  his new baby.  We had some great Mexican food that night and Darla 

had a very potent margarita é altho ugh she didn't need to be tied  to the bike , she was feeling no pain.   The camp 

fire that night had Wally Wallingford regaling us with stories of aliens and gho st ly encounters that he and Anna 

have had.  We talked about where to eat in the morning on our way out and Wally told us of a place he had visited in 

Minnesota that had the best  óBitches and Gravy ó.  It took a while , but the question came from several peop le: The 

best what? ?  Laughter bounce d off the walls of the mountains and surely we woke up several campers .  So the 

thought  is of having a new run next yearé purposed as òthe B*****  and Gravy runó, BYOB, Bring Your Own *****! 

The chapter  will  provide Gravy .  The laughter was on going all through the morning and still goes on, but you had to 

be there to really appreciate the fun.   Thanks again to Wally  for the i dea. 

Breakfast at Cheyenne's in Joseph was one of the best we've had with great fun, home -made food, and lots of it.   

We rode back over Tollgate pass into Walla Walla and then back home.  

Our Dinner ride to  OõMalley's in Rathdrum was a total success also, great food and some great friends too.   Thank 

you, Idaho H , for you support and company.  

Darla said  on Thursday the 11th that she wanted to see things around here while the weather was still nice .  She 

gave me some ideas about  where she wanted to go  and I planned a ride for the next 5 days.   So once I finalized an  

itinerary, we  were off to Bozeman MT th e next day and  then  to North Yellowstone  - a ride I hadn't done in over 

40 years.   Animals?  Well , let's just say that 3 Buffalo and a Squirrel aren't  what I expected to see in this  

wonderful  National Park.   The folks that rent "Cruise America " RVs made a haul that week as we stopped counting 

after 150 .  We made good time and saw hot springs , Old Faithful Lodge and steaming geyser s.  We headed  on to 

Jackson Hole to see the Elk Foundation and herds of Elk.   Looked as hard as we could , but  we saw nothing.  Guess 

t he bulls were courting  the ladies and didn't care to eat or have their pictures taken.   We loved Jackson and its  

clean look.  Prices are very steep t here and after paying almost $60 for a couple of Sizzler õs steaks we were rather 

disappointed.   So I t ook Darla to Jedediahõs Original House of Sour Dough for a good pancake breakfast the next 

morning.  Off to ride over the Tetons  and on to Idaho Falls . Darla loved the falls and the geese hanging on the edge 

of the f alls.  Then on to Arco and Idaho Nationa l Laboratories (nuclear plants ).  They are the largest  proliferation  

of nuclear plants in the world, with over 50 plants and the first (Atomic City) to be lit up by nuclear energy.   We 

stopped at Pickles for an Atomic Burger along with Fried Pickles and th e best milkshake we had ever had.    We saw 

the aftermath of a volcano in the Craters of the Moon Park and off to Twin Falls  for the night.   On t owards Boise 

and then to McCall,  great curvy roads and Payette lake is awesome.   We f ound our motel, finally , no thanks to the 

GPS.  The evening was so nice that we attempted  to cruise around the lake  (stumped by gravel roads) , checked out 

the state  park and then had a fabulous meal at T he Mill.   Large portions, super service, they would love to have us 

join them as  a chapter .  Darla h ad a huge piece of prime rib , even though she ordered  the small portion , and I 

ordered the beef ribs, got four humongous ribs an d could only eat two of them.   We saw other people õs plates and 

the pork ribs where massive too.   Our ride w ent from 30 F in the morning to 90 F in Lewiston  for a Turkey 

sandwich lunch at the Strike & Spare and then on home.   Great fun, good food, super company and awesome 

memories for a great September , all from the back of a Goldwing   

Tom McCollim  

Chapter Dire ctor  

(Darla McCollim too !) 

 
ASSISTANT CHAPTER DIRECTOR S:  
The enjoyment of the ride is what we all have in common.  Whether itõs a short ride or a long one really doesnõt 

matter.  Shirley and I look forward to all the trips we take and the destination is a small concern.  We enjoy the 

company that tags along, no matter who, for as long as they can ride with us.  This organization, GWRRA, is all 
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about friends and fun with a little safety and knowledge thrown in.  And traveling and visiting with our other 

GWRRA friends is one way of promoting our chapter.  

 The Idaho District Rally was held in Kellogg over Labor Day weekend.  We were joined by Dave and Terri Chromy.  

Dave and Terri took the Trike  course and had a lot of fun.  The ride to dinner at the top of Silver Mountain was 

enjoyable, the view was fantastic , and the dinner was good. Don Manor and Tom McCollim stopped by on Saturday 

to check out the vendors and just to see people. I took home the Grand Prize of $500.  The light parade had 39 

bikes and with all the lights, it was impressive. The town of Kellogg turned out in droves to watch the bikes go by.    

All in all, it was a fitting end to a successful round of District and Region Rallies.  Also, if youõre ever in Kellogg and 

want a good cinnamon roll, stop by the Silver Spoon Restaurant (just off exit 49 to the north) and order oneé itõs 

the size of a loaf of bread and only $3.95.  

 The campout at Lake Wallowa was a winner.  The party was Tom and Darla McCollim, Dave and Terri Chromy, Dave 

Milne and Lind a Tonani, Dennis and Linda Howey, Dan and Louise Boone, Wally and Anna Wallingford (WA -M), Ronnie 

and Peggy Lopez, and of course me and Shirley with our grandson Jackson (Shirley had to drive the car). The ride 

was full of twists and turns, just what we Goldwingers like.  It would have been more fun if we hadnõt had the 

trailers. The campground was very nice, and the food in town was super.  We had deer all over the place, and they 

checked out the stuff you left out in the open, looking for food.  Ronnie ha d a close call on Saturday evening 

returning to the campground, and if he hadnõt been paying attention, there could have been a  bad accident with a 

couple of deer.  

Our September dinner social was a success; we had 26 people at OõMalleyõs.  Those of you who couldnõt attend 

missed a great time and a great meal.  

In January, when we take the helm with the help of Dave and Terri Chromy, weõll need to have a new Treasurer.  If 

youõd like to volunteer for the position, please let us know.  If interested, you can talk to Terri and find out what 

the position entails.  

Dale Dufner  

Assistant Chapter Director  

 

TRIKES AND THE PEOPLE WHO RIDE THEM  

Trikes arenõt just for the old and crippled, although I could easily fit into either one or both of those categories.  

Trike s are for anyone who loves to ride and enjoy the wide open spaces from the back of a motorcycle.   Yes, I 

consider my Trike  to be a motorcycle and Iõm sure those of us who ride with a sidecar consider them a motorcycle 

as well.  Donõt get me wrong though, I still own a couple of two wheelers and wouldnõt think of giving up on riding a 

conventional motorcycle.   I love the twisties as much as the next guy but you can still enjoy them on a Trike , only in 

a different way.   The main reason we went to a Trike  is because of the stability it provides in all types of weather 

and road conditions and we both feel much safer when riding two up.   As any rider will tell you, itõs a whole 

different ball game when you are carrying a passenger as opposed to riding by yourself .  The balance of the bike 

can be thrown off with the slightest movement of your passenger and if you start to loose your balance there is no 

way to hold up a big Wing and a co -rider.   With a Trike  or side car you are less concerned with a little gravel i n the 

corner or wet pavement and it takes a lot of stress out of your ride, when carrying your co -rider.   After all, riding 

is supposed to be fun and if you are concerned about the safety of you and your passenger that can take a lot of 

the fun out of your  ride.   I find myself taking the Trike  to work a lot more now that we have the 1800 because itõs 

so darn much fun to ride and of course it draws much more attention than a normal bike does.   Some of the 

advantages of riding a Trike  are getting around in pa rking lots and negotiating tight turns. Sitting in heavy traffic 

for long periods of time is really quite relaxing when youõre not holding up all that weight.  You donõt have to worry 

about parking on uneven ground or a soft surface either.   When pulling a  trailer you donõtõ have to worry so much 

about too much tongue weight.   The cost for tires is nothing compared to having to buy motorcycle tires every year 
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or so.  These are just a few of the reasons we are enjoying riding our Trike  and happy we made the decision to 

òconvertó.  No, we didnõt go to the Dark Side or feel like Grandpa and Grandma when weõre on our Trike .  We feel 

safe and secure that we will be better able to handle any unstable road conditions, emergency maneuvers and 

stressful traffic condi tions when they present themselves.   We enjoy traveling together and are usually pulling a 

trailer so having a stable platform when moving all that weight is just a more comfortable feeling and lets us 

concentrate on the scenery and the ride without be str essed out.  As many of you know, from attending Wing Ding 

and different rallies, that trikes are getting to be very popular and more and more people are riding them.   Iõm 

sure they all have their specific reasons for making the change but the bottom line i s they are fun to ride, safe and 

allow people who are having trouble riding on two wheels to keep enjoying our passion of motorcycling.   Donõt think a 

Trike  is not for you as you may find them just as much fun as two wheels and less stressful in the not so  perfect 

conditions we often find ourselves riding in.  

Life is short, ya gotta ride.  

 Dave Chromy  

Ride Coordinator  

 

 

 

 Wingnut  news!    
. 

 

Plannings are starting for next year and now is the time to give your suggestions. Dennis Howey is asking for pla ces 

you want to revisit for dinner rides and new suggestions for a great meal.   The Gold Wing Restaurant  Review 

Association is looking for your help in our dining decisions , so let Dennis know soon.  By popular demand weõre going 

to return to Wallowa for a weekend campout next year because it turned out to be such a great and enjoyable trip . 

But give us suggestions of other places for a weekend trip , and hopefully we can discuss doing 2 next year.  

Please notice  that dining places have changes for November and December. Dale and Shirley are gearing up to take 

over the helm, with Dave and Terry Chromy as Assistant Chapter Directors . Please let them know if you are willing 

to help with the available positions in the Chapter. I was drafted/volunteered/ coerced  into doing the newsletter , 

and I have really enjoyed it and am glad that I volunteered. You will too, so step up and let Dale and Shirley know 

that you õre willing to help!  

 

Christmas Party  
    T  

The December gathering is cancelled since it is so close to Ch ristmas ,  so it was decided that Tom will make 

his fabulous Prime Rib for our Christmas Party/dinner /gathering . Please bring a side dish to share. This will 

be the last official event with Tom McCollim as your Chapter Director ,  and we will enjoy having you to our 

home for this dinner .  So mark you calendar for December 6, have your appetite ready at 4 pm and come 

have a good  time.  
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On the way to Wallowa  Lake, Oregon  
 

 
 

 

Tom, are you  sure that you know where we are going?  

 

 
.  $4.96 Billion dollars was s pent in Halloween costumes in 2006 in the U.S , 

 

Chili Feed  
Saturday, October 25 at Dennis and Linda Howeys õ starting at 2pm and go ing 

until the chili is gone, or weõre so full we canõt take another bite,  or they 

throw us out.  

 
Contact Linda at 928 - 5772 wi th what you are bringing ,  please.  
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2008 DINNERS FOR GWRRA WA CHAPTER ôNõ IN SPOKANE 

Please note Changes for November and December!  
 

All reservations are for 8 -10 people but if we can get more than that, thatõs great. 

All reservations are made under ôDennis Howeyõ. 

 

DATES: The 2 nd Wednesday every month  

TIMES:  October ð April ð 6:00 PM and meet at the restaurant.  May ð September meet somewhere at 6:00 PM and 

ride to the dinner and eat at about 6:30 PM..  

o October ð Wednesday October 8 th  at the Longhorn BBQ  at 6:00 PM.  PH: 924 -9600.  ADD: 2315 N. Argonne.  

Iõve talked to them and made reservations. 

o November ð Wednesday, November 12 th  at  Mama Miaõs at 6 :00 PM:  467 -7786.  ADD: 420 W. Francis.  

o December ð Saturday , December 6 th  Christmas Party at Tom and Dar la McCollimõs: PH: 326-5486. ADD: 1918 

West Knox Spokane  

 Dennis Howey  

 

 
 

 

Ridersõ Course 

Do you have members that can talk in front of a group?   Are they considered a good rider?   Would you like this 

person to teach GWRRA motorcycle rider courses?   If yo u know that special someone , then please provide this 

message to them!   The Region I Educator and I are in the process of gathering a list of potential Members who 

desire to become certified Advanced Rider Course (ARC) Rider Course Instructors through the GWRRA Rider 

Course Instructor Certification Program (RCICP) this coming spring of 2009.   Facilities will be located in 

Washington State. This is a  four day course of instruction to become a GWRRA Certified Rider Course Instructor 

and is necessary should yo u want to become certified to instruct the Trike Rider Course (TRC), Trailering Course 

(TC) or Side Car Course (SRC) through the Instructor Certification Program (ICP).   Interested member s, please a 

complete the registration form  (contact Tom for forms)  and send it to me at the address below 1 Jan 09.   If at 

that time we have enough interest then we'll conduct the course.   We need the minimum of 8 registrants for the 

RCICP.   If any members have questions please have them call or email me at my contact info rmation below.      

Eric Carlson   

Region I Rider Instructor Coord.   

1618 Ironsides Ave   

Bremerton WA   

98310  

360 -620 -7071   

ericandmona@comcast.net  

mailto:ericandmona@comcast.net
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Safety Article  

Noise 
As I was searchi ng the web for news and ideas for this month newsletter , it was quickly apparent of 2  subjects 

were popping up at me, and it didnõt hurt that this subject came up at our gathering this month.  One is the 

increase in motorcycles on the road and the increase in accidents and fatali ties. The second issue is the complaints 

of communities about the noise of these motorcycles. Many communities are passing noise ordinances that are 

directed at motorcycles. Now  we know that our beloved Gold Wi ngs are one of the more quiet bikes and those noisy 

Harleyõs are a big offender, but still we can be impacted by this in many ways. 

Seattle Municipal Code 11.57.280: no person shall modify the exhaust system in a manner which will amplify or 
increase the noise emitted by the engine of such vehicle abo ut that emitted by the muffler originally installed on 
the vehicle, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate a motorcycle not equipped as required by sectioné. 
And sectioné. Or which has been amplified as prohibited by this section so that the vehicles exhaust exceeds 95 
decibels as measured by the Society of Automotive Engineers test procedure J1169 .  

Seattle Police Mark Jameson stated that a motorcycle exhaust system doesnõt have to be modified, that someone 

that  is sitting there with a stock mo torcycle and itõs really loud; they would be cited for excessive noise. People on 

bikes violating the city law can get a $124.00 ticket... Stats for how often Seattle motorcyclist get ticketed were 

not available.  

A quiet library averag es 30 decibels, a la wn mower 90, a busy street averaged 80 and a jet engine and firearms 

averaged about 130 decibels.  

 

Jim McCaslin, president and chief operating officer of Harley -Davidson Motor Company, called the issue of 

excessive motorcycle noise one of the company's tou ghest challenges "because of its potential to divide and 

destroy our sport.  

Here are more of McCaslin's comments from the Harley -Davidson Web site:  òToday, Harley -Davidson motorcycles 

have more power and performance than our predecessors could have ever imagined, but with all due respect, we 

love to hear them coming. That doesn't mean louder noise equals even more power, however. It's an interesting 

misconception. Testing has proven that straight pipes do not necessarily outperform pipes with lower noise levels. 

Pick the wrong pipes and you can severely reduce your horsepower and/or your torque. And while you're doing it, 

you'll awaken the sleeping gi ant of social concern that lives next door to all of us. ó 

In Florida in 2004 at the U niversity of Florida an informal survey of 33 motorcycles found that nearly half of them 

produced sounds above 100 decibels when throttled up which is the equivalent of a loud rock concert or a chainsaw. 

The survey was part of an ongoing effort to identify recreational activities that can pose a threat to hearing.  The 

audiologists noted that that sample was small and did not represent all makers and models and some were mo dified 

to make them louder. A formal research study is needed to study normal riding conditions. Exposure of 100 

decibels is only safe for 15 minutes and permanent hearing loss is can occur with prolonged exposure of 85 or 

higher.  The loudest bike tested was 119 decibels and recommended exposure was only 11 seconds. Motorcycle 

helmets donõt offer any significant protection against noise but the foam ear plugs can reduce sound levels by 20-

25 decibels. A ringing sound in the ears immediately after exposure and muffled hearing are warning signs of noise 

induced hearing loss, which is permanent.  

That  ongoing ringing in the ears in called Tinnitus and what it really means is that you hear something that doesnõt 

have an external source making that sound. It can be in one or both ears and even in the head.  Most people 

describe it as a ringing noise but it can be a high pitched whine, buzzing, hissing, humming or whistling sound. It can 

tick, click, roar, and beep even be tunes and songs.  Maybe that is why I occa sional brea k out in the Oscar Mayer 

hot dog  song? It can whoosh, be wind or waves, it can come and go or be constant. This ongoing sound can cause a 

great deal of distress to people. Tinnitus is not a disease but a symptom of a large number of causes such as a side 

effect of medications, infections, allergies, or injury from loud noises. In many cases the cause cannot be found.  

There are numerous treatments plans and it is questionable how effective they are.  David Letterman, Steve 

http://www.harley-davidson.com/wcm/Content/Pages/2006_Campaigns/noise_popup.jsp?locale=en_US
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Martin, Pete Townsend, Barbara Streisand, Bill Sh atner and Lenard Nimoy all are listed  that they have Tinnitus.  It 

doesnõt surprise me at all that this group òhears thingsó. 

Well maybe if Honda and Yamaha have their way then all these problems are going to go away. Both are dev eloping 

electric models to attract riders with these high gasoline prices.  

Honda plans to debut its electric bike by 2011 and Yamaha will introduce its version in 2010.  Yamaha stopped 

selling its electric scooter last September after a battery recall. Bot h companies will use lithium -ion batteries to 

power the vehicles.  

So whether it is communities complaining of all the noise from motorcycles, your next door neighbor waking us up 

as they roar down the stre et, or our own hearing that we  are trying to protec t, I donõt think that this is an issue 

that is going to be going away any time soon, and donõt even mention about loud pipes save lives because that is a 

whole different article that someone else will have to write.  

Darla McCollim  

Newsletter Editor  

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


