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Upcoming Activities  
 

January 13 dinner at Tomato Street  at 6 pm  
 

 
(See the full list for more  activities on the 2010  Schedule ) 

 

http://www.gwrra-wan.org/
mailto:dld1@comcast.net
mailto:shirl2000@comcast.net


Page 2 of 10 

Ramblings from your CD s  

Looking back, I often think about how we got started in all thi s.  When I met Shirley, I was riding my 85 

Gold Wing Aspencade.  We would take off, if we had the same time off, for trips around the area.  We 

enjoyed these rides on the Wing.  Then in 1999, I bought a new 2000 1500 SE and the riding changed.  I 

wasnõt comfortable, two -up, on the new ride.  While working one day this nice looking 1500 pulls into the lot 

and the rider comes into the Port of Entry on I -90.  He asks for a map of Washington and then asks if thatõs 

my bike. Well, he tells me that heõs the Chapter Director of the local Gold Wing Chapter of GWRRA.  I tell 

him Iõm not a member of GWRRA, but I do get the Wing World from a friend.   He invites me and Shirley to 

their gathering, but Shirley and I like riding alone, so we just pass it off.  So, in 2002  we upgraded to an 

1800, and we were back in the saddle, so to speak.  We joined GWRRA and enjoyed the Wing World with 

articles on trips others had made. The stories made touring sound like a lot of fun.  We went to our first 

GWRRA gathering, met some real ly nice people and an old friend I had not seen in 15 years, and we had a lot 

of fun.  Well, we were hooked and started looking into this organization and the fundamentals that made it 

work.   

In the spring of 2002, we went to our first Chapter Rally, Dese rt Spring Fli ng.  Our Chapter said they were 

not  attend ing this rally  as a group, so we ended up going alone, not knowing what to expect.   We received a 

warm welcome and met some wonderful people.  Our first encounter was the District Individual of the Ye ar, 

Jeff Riggs.  Within an hour with him, I think we were introduced to all the members attending.  Again, we 

were hooked, and as many of you know, we donõt miss many rallies.  The friends we made that first encounter 

with Gold Wingers made us feel a part of the family. We attended the Washington District Rally in 

Leavenworth, which was the last time it was held there, and found out how it was to ride in temperatures 

over 100 degrees.  The friends and the fun made all that worthwhile.   We learned itõs not the destination - 

itõs the ride.  These past few years, Shirley and I have been fortunate to have some of our members join us 

for some of these rides and that enhances the trips.  

We also found that being involved provided greater pleasure than just belongi ng did. The old saying òyou get 

out of it what you put into itó has real meaning for us.  Weõre involved with our Chapter, our District and our 

Region.  As the years passed each Chapter Director and staff member has helped to make our Chapter grow 

and left  a legacy for the future.  The slogan for GWRRA is òFriends for Fun, Safety and Knowledgeó and weõre 

committed to this in all aspects.  And we know that òyou canõt get there from hereó without some good 

preparation.  Thatõs why weõre seminar instructors in Rider Education and Leadership Training.  Itõs important 

to us that our members know what this organization offers and have the training to ride safely.  

Iõd like to invite all our members in WA-N to look to the future and get involved with our Chapter.  If  youõve 

never been to our breakfast gathering, come on down and meet all the good folk that make this a great 

Chapter.  Who knows, you might find you like it.  

Dale Dufner CD  

ACD Rambling 
I attended Terriõs Christmas party in early December and as we were leaving a couple of people she works 

with gave each other a hug and said their good byes.   As we walked to our cars Terriõs manager mentioned 

that she was ònot a huggeró and I casually told her that she sure wouldnõt fit in with us Gold Wingers as we 

were a huggõn bunch.  I have never been around a more hugging bunch of people in my life, other than 

immediate family of course.   I guess that makes sense though, since our organization is a tight knit family in 
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itself.   But why is that?   Why is it we shake han ds or hug one another every time we meet and every time we 

say good bye?  I believe itõs because we have a true feeling of being a family.  We genuinely care for one 

another like no other organization Iõve ever been affiliated with.  This is a difficult ti me of year for us in the 

sense that we donõt get to see our òfamilyó members as much as we do during the riding season.  We had a 

wonderful time sharing the Christmas party with Idaho H in early December and it really gave us a sense of 

the Holiday Spirit when our two families got together.   It just seemed extra special to me since we hadnõt 

seen each other for a few weeks.   There was a warmth and sharing you can only get from people you truly 

care about.   Some of the other similarities between our GWRRA fa mily and our biologic families are we all 

have family members livings far away that we donõt get to see as often as we like. Thatõs why we enjoy all the 

different Chapter rallies we attend every year.   It gives us a chance to visit our Gold Wing family whe re 

there is an atmosphere of a family reunion.   This is something we really noticed at the Washington State 

Rally in 2008 whose theme was òFamily Reunionó.  I believe that is why that particular rally was so successful 

and why everyone wanted to do it agai n in 2009.   Itõs a feeling that runs deep in the entire organization and 

not just from within our own Chapters.   This is the time of year that family is especially important to all of 

us.  Those of us with family members living far away and unable to trave l itõs comforting knowing we have the 

support and blessings of our Gold Wing family near by.   Terri and I want to thank all of you for making us 

feel so much a part of one of the best families anyone could hope for and look forward to seeing as many of 

you as we can over the holiday season.   We wish every one of you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy (and 

early) New Riding Year.   May the holidays bless you with time shared with your family and friends and that 

Santa makes sure there is some chrome under the  tree for all of you.  Keep up the hugging and we hope to 

see you soon. 
 

Life is short; ya gotta ride!                                                                                   Dave and Terri Chromy, ACD s 

 Wingnut News   
. 
    T  

We hope everyon e had a Merry Christmas and is starting out this New Year in fine style.  Our dinner rides 

have been changing due to closure of Lazybones and now the fire at Chef in the Forest. Replacement 

restaurants are being finalized. Tomato Street is our dinner for J anuary so we get a peek at the remodeling 

and it always provides a wonderful meal and is one of the most popular with our group. The short days and 

long nights is the perfect time to plan our bike rides for the next season, looking for more chrome and ligh ts 

and gadgets to add to our bikes  in the catalogs . Some of us may have even gotten some new gear left under 

the tree. Figure out what other Chapters you want to visit this year and try to go to a rally that you havenõt 

gone to before.  Keep in mind of the  Brown Bag Auction this year  and look for great gifts  on sale in the 

weeks to come for our annual fundraiser  for rider education and chapter expenses . We still have a staff 

position for a qualified chapter rider educator, if you have questions about this p osition, just let us know. You 

can also plan on another great camping session at Wallowa Lake this year in September.  We are looking for it 

to be bigger and better as more of our òfriendsó drop in for this layback weekend to the end of summers fun . 

It won õt take long for your new 2010 calendar to be all blocked in. Thankfully our snow shovels have nõt been 

overworked this season it wonõt be long till  we can get our  first biking fix  of the season .   

A member of Chapter L,  Phil LoParco ,a  GWRRA member since 1993 was in a motorcycle accident in tri -cites  

just before christmas.   He was airlifted to Sacred Heart and his wife J oyce traveled to Spokane . Injuries 

are numerous.  Say a prayer for him and keep him in your thoughts.  
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Happy Birthday  for January  
Debbie  Shell 3 rd  

Kruz Casper 17th  

Bill Rose 23 rd  

Elam Yocom 27th  

Happy Anniversary  
None this month  

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please fill in the calendar at the meeting or email Dale @ 

dld1@comcast.net we want never to leave someone out ! 

 

WA - N &  ID - H Christmas Party 2009  

 
 

 


